
SEWER COMMISSION MINUTES

July 13, 2005 Minutes

Mrs. Briggs - The regular meeting of the Town of North Smithfield

Sewer Commission meeting was called to order on Wednesday, July

13, 2005 at 7:06 pm.  

Roll Call -  Paul - In attendance were:  Thomas P. McGee III, Paul

Nordstrom,  Linda-Jean Briggs and Manny Alvarez.  Michael Connolly

did not attend.   Also in attendance were:  Patricia Paul, Secretary. 

1.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mrs. Briggs – Approval of June 8, 2005 minutes?  Are there any

corrections, additions, deletions?

Mrs. Briggs -  MOTION made by Mr. Nordstrom and seconded by Mr.

McGee and voted unanimously on an aye vote to approve June 8, 

2005 minutes.

Mrs. Briggs – The aye’s have it.  Motion carried 3-0 on an aye vote.

2.  REPORT FROM SUPERINTENDENT 

Mr. Alvarez – Manny referring to June’s report.

	•  Observed air and vacuum testing of the sewer system at



Laurelwood project.

	•  Replaced level control unit at Sharon Parkway.

	•  Observed the e-one start up at One Oldfireld Drive.

Mr. Alvarez stated that 170 Mechanic Street has tied in.

3.  WATERFORD DISTRICT RESIDENTS

Mrs. Briggs  - Discussed the fact that a number of letters were

received last month in that district and stated there are families

present to discuss this issue.

Mr. Roger Fontaine – Resides at 79 Colerick Street.  He wanted to

share with the Commission that the water table is extremely high in

that area and the result is flooded basements and failing septic

systems.  He spoke about his yard becomes a marsh pit along with

other neighbors who have a worse problem.  Some neighbor’s septic

systems will run into the street causing a health hazard.  Some

individuals have severe problems with no recourse at this point. 

There is a fear of coming forward from many residents because their

systems are at a point of failure and knowing the potential fines that

are there, could account why the Commission did not receive  more

letters.  Mr. Fontaine would like to speak on behalf of the people to

appeal to the Commission to do something.  Also, sewage is coming

in from Woonsocket right in our back door due to the new

development on Elizabeth Avenue.  The situation has gotten so bad,

that it has become a health hazard in the area.



Mrs. Briggs – Stated that the system that Mr. Fontaine referred to is

coming in from Woonsocket.  All of our sewage in North Smithfield

goes through the Woonsocket system eventually.  When Liz

Development began,  they worked out a deal with Woonsocket, but

because they were in North Smithfield they had to come to us as well.

 What they were able to negotiate privately was a separate connection

from Alice Avenue so they wouldn’t have to be pumped all around

town.  When that system went on-line, it would be built to our

specifica-
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tions and would become part of our system.  Currently, North

Smithfield pays the City of Woonsocket for a certain amount of

sewage on an annual basis.  We don’t meet that capacity today.  We

looked at Liz Development and tried to have it sized to provide relief

in that particular area in the past.  We now have two metering stations

in town, one is located at Elizabeth Avenue and one at Alice Avenue. 

It is our municipality that owns that system today.

Mr. McGee – Commented that he knows that they indeed need it.

Mr. Fontaine – Asked if there was any grant money available?

Mrs. Briggs – There was a small group of residents that came before

the Commission a few years ago.  There was  some old residual State



Revolving Fund (SRF) money that was still available.  They have been

approved and the residents also did some research on their own. 

They were looking to try and offset the cost.  There were only 15

individuals and they were going to try to absorb probably a

$400,000.00 bill.  They were looking for some grant, federal and or

state money but there was nothing available.  We could have money

available to us back in the 1970’s but it is no longer there anymore. 

The facilities plan that was written 15 years ago had Waterford district

mapped out and they had no idea that Liz Development was going to

be there.  It was made with the one connection on Alice Avenue.  A

project this size would require a Bond Referendum to go out to the

town.  It would have to be approved by the majority of the town’s

people with the understanding that the folks within that district would

reimburse the money over a standard period of 20 years or payoff the

bond.  The first step is to make a recommendation to the Town

Council.  Mrs. Briggs stated that they are only an advisory board to

the Council and the Sewer Commission does not have a budget and

does not approve a budget.

Mrs. Briggs noted that Mr. Nordstrom brought up a point and wanted

Mr. Fontaine and residents to understand that the Sewer Commission

can make a recommendation for enabling legislation that would put a

bond referendum on the ballot.  That would possible open up the

pocketbook.  All fees that would be associated with that specific

district would in the end be divided among all of the residents that it

affects.  It would be distributed according to the formula that is



currently in the ordinance for all of the residents that are affected and

anyone who is affected by those sewers would absorb the full cost. 

Whether its for improved property or not.  There are certain things for

unimproved properties. 

Mr. Fontaine stated that he raised that same point with the residents.

Mrs. Briggs – stated that this subject will be on Monday, July 18th,

2005 evening Town Council’s agenda.

MOTION by Mr. Nordstrom and seconded by Mr. McGee to allow

Geremia Associates to get a price and amend that section of the

facility plan to include alternatives on how to connect the Waterford

District to the Liz Avenue extension.  Motion passes on an aye vote

3-0.

4. LAURELWOOD DEVELOPMENT

Mrs. Briggs – No one was present from Laurelwood.  Mrs. Briggs

referred to the letter received from Attorney Gariepy and attached to

that letter was another letter, co-signed by former Finance Director

Richard Erickson and former Chairperson of the Sewer Commission

Dean Narodowy dated December 6, 2001. Laurelwood is looking for

relief on their construction costs with regard to their sewer that is on

private property.  The developer has gone
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to the Town Council as indicated in their letter dated April 18th, 2005. 

They are looking for an abatement for their construction costs.  At

that time, the Town Council told them they would need to come

before the Sewer Commission first.

Mr. Nordstrom – Yes, there is a potential that they may be able to get

a credit but there is no back-up information.

Mrs. Briggs – We will look for a breakdown of costs specifically

related to the public portion.

Mr. Nordstrom suggested sending a letter to them requesting

clarification on a set of plans to show where the line was put in,

which clearly marks the easement, the length of sewer up to the

property and a clear breakdown.

Mrs. Briggs stated to place Laurelwood back on August’s, 2005 Sewer

Commission agenda.  If the Commission receives a breakdown at that

meeting, maybe the Commission would be able to make a

recommendation at that time.

5.  CORRESPONDENCE AND COMMUNICATIONS

Mrs. Briggs – Stated nothing else was received within the month.

6.  OLD BUSINESS



Mrs. Briggs – Asked Mr. Alvarez if a muffin monster has been

received?

Mr. Alvarez – Stated no, still waiting.

Mr. Nordstrom – Provided Mr. Alvarez, a sample package for

information on sewer connection for Permit Applications from

Narragansett Bay Commission.  It provides a step-by-step process

and coordinates are attached to it.  It provides the fees right on it.

Mr. Alvarez – Stated that the common problem he has with any of the

contractors is to meet the town’s standards.

Mrs. Briggs – Stated this would make it really clear up front, when

they would apply for the permit.  They would be given this package

and would need to sign it and made aware of what is in the contract.

Mr. Alvarez – Stated that the town does need help.

Mrs. Briggs – Asked about Mr. Rousseau’s status?

Mr. Alvarez – Stated that he met with Mr. Rousseau again after the

meeting and Mr. Rousseau decided to go gravity in back of the

easement.  I also told him that if he wanted to avoid the person’s

trees, to do it, that he would have to put a manhole to make that turn. 

Otherwise he would have to go straight.  He is just under the



guideline, so he can go gravity with a couple of cleanouts go straight

and a 45 angle to the manholes and hopefully be put to rest and we’ll

do the inspection.
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7.  NEW BUSINESS

None

8.  ADJOURN

MOTION by Mr. Nordstrom to adjourn and seconded by Mr. McGee

and voted unanimously on an aye 3-0 vote to adjourn the meeting at

7:49 pm.

Briggs – Meeting Adjourned at 7:49 pm.

Respectfully Submitted By,

Patricia A. Paul

Sewer Commission Secretary


